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Oﬂice Memommdz;m e UNITED sm?as GOVERNMENT

STATINTL

~ [ pare: June 19, 1959

GRA/ORR g y
FROM : JRC/GE - G. Etzel Pearcy {

1233 SA-20, Department of State

SUBJECT: Boundary Inventory Project

Enclosed you will find a small file on the "Boundary Inventory
Project" about which we spoke yesterday. Any material on inter-
national boundaries produced and disseminated by this office could
be within the scope of Bureau of the Budget Circular No. A-1l6. 1In
fact, that is a prime objective of our project--to tighten up a
gservice which to date has been more or less carried out on a "hit
or miss" basis,

It will be appreciated if you return the first three items
in the file, but feel free to retain the Progress Report as we have
several copies,

Enclosures:

Circular No. A-16;

Letter to Robert H. Randall;
Draft of a Memo;

Progress Report,

State Dept. declassification instructions on file

IRC/GR:GEPearcy: k1l
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PROGRESS BEPORT
of the

BOUMDARY INVENTORY

A current project of the Office of the Geograrher cousists of come
riling and maintaining complete files on internationsl boundariss, The
objective iy a ready reference which should prove authoritative for
coping with the innumerable problems which arise on voundary and sovereignty
matters, International boundaries must necessarily be shown cartographically
in such & way &s to reflect the U, S, position, and they must be portrarved
consistently frox one map to anocther, lapses from those two rules are
likelr without some centiral souree of date and dats control. It is thus
anvisioned that the Office of the Ueographer may function in such a way
a9 to clear all boundary information goiny on maps in which there ara
rolicy problems.,

The primary organizstion of the data is hy boundary units, each
one based on the boundary between two glven political entities:
France-Germuny, Sarawak-Indonesia, Ceosta Hica-Panama, etc. Ths total
studr involves some 250 houndaries, made up of the following categorises:

1. Tounderies between indopendent states

2, Boundaries between independent states and depend:nt areas

2. Poundaries bLetween dependent areas

L. A speclal category comprising provisional bhoundaries,
cease-fire lines, armistice lines, neutral zones, etc,

A1l boundaries above the status of civll administrative divisions
are being included with the exception of the U.8.-Mexico and the U,5,.-
Canaeda boundaries for which there are special commissions, ™ater
boundarles in the territorial sea and over the continental shelf sre
also being studled in the Office of the Geographer, but fall into a
separate project,

Kach boundary unit might be said to comprise an independent atudy
without duplication or overlap from one to another, Therefors, explans—
tion of the technlnues eassential to the preparation of a single unit
is representative of the work necessary to complete the whole, Individual
steps in assembling o unit file are as follows, each one of which ocan
convenientl, qualify as a minor project in its own right:

STEP O
Preparation of a basic background paper with certain datas:
a, Identiflcation of the boundary unit
», Length, as given in officlal sources or, if necessary,

by measurement with & precision lastrument
¢, Status (delimited, demercated, ete.)
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d. Brief geographical descrintion

e. Highlights from and reference to the various
treaties which originslly created the boundary
{or segments of it) and which have resulted in
any modifications or adjustments. Most em—
phasis is placed on recording information
post-dating 191k,

8TaEp ThO:

Keying the boundary to the best available large scale map

srace, Assistance in this phase of the work is being
glven by the Army Map Service, Since soc many topographie
shests may be involved in providing coverage of a houndary
at a largs scale (e,g., 1:25,000 or 1:50,000) it is imprac-
tical to scauire and store them in the Offics of the
Geographer, Accordingly, reference is made to the pertinent
gheets, including the call nuwmber at tha AMS Library. They
can thus be recuested as necessary, either for retention or
on losn,

STEP THRER:

Accuisition of one or more small scale maps to show the
boundary in question. At least some cartographic illus-
tration in the file is belisved to be desirable, upon

which the general alignment can be seen 8s well as any
problem areas pinpointed. In instances whers boundaries,

or segments or them, are in dispute or otherwise are gub jact
to spacial circumstances, maps ars ansembled or prepared

to indicate such features,

STEP FOUR:

Preparatien and maintensnce of a cover shaet on which the
current status of the boundary is given in summary form,
with reference to more detail if the problems are complex.

Any boundary unit treated in the ahove way should provide a file
capeble of ylelding sufficient information to determine a cartographic
policy with the possible exception of those for lsrge scale maps in
disputed or otherwise problematic arsas. But even in such instances
the file should furnish specific guidance for further investigation.
In addition the same file should contain the data for answering a wide
range of general questions and many specific ones from throughout the
government service and from quasi-government agencles and academic
institutions responsible for producling accurate maps and geographical
studles,
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To date the Office of the Ge a}:her hes completsd some parts of
soms units, Howaver, {he proje 0?; its entirety is one of consider-
able magnitude, and ﬁtﬂl rgc es W man-hours Q,I g?fc}ﬂ over &
sustained perioc. The tiree post sericus gaps at present, and in which
very little progress pus been mage, gf the boundaries of dspendent
areas in Africa (eB,ecially in the French Overseas Community), of the
Middle East, and of tha southera and southeastern psriprery of lsia.

In Afries thepa ape 106 boundery units, of which 70 are presently
being considered m fﬁ? tirst phase (excludin: those between Dritish
dspendent areas amd thope between Frapch dependent arezs). Step One
has been completed for 54 8 and Step Two for two of these units.,

Of the 66 units in Asia cnly one has been undertaken, but it is
complate excert for the cover sheet,

In Surope all but two of the &3 boundary units have been carried
through Step One; & have gone through 3tep Two; and 2 through Step
Thres,

In Nerth America there ar: 1l boundary units {excluding U.S.=¥exico
and U,5,~Canada) and 10 have progressed through Step Two and the 1lth
through Step Thrse,

In South Amerdca all 26 of the boundary units have gone throuch
Step One, of which 5 have been continued through Sten Two, :

In Oceanla no work has as yet been started,

Thus, 143 boundary unite have bgen started, but relatively few
have progressad mich beyond the initial step, It must be said, hou-
ever, that Step One is probably the most time-consumlags on the whole,

invelving consideration of all treaty documentation associated with
sach boundary unit in order t¢ assure full le;ol backzround,
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